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The Carbon Literacy Standard

Executive Summary 
The Executive Summary of the Carbon Literacy Standard is a summary of the full Standard, aimed to give a concise overview of the main principles that define Carbon Literacy.
The definition of Carbon Literacy is: -

“An awareness of the carbon dioxide costs and impacts of everyday

activities and the ability and motivation to reduce emissions on an individual, community and organisational basis”.
The full CL Standard consists of: (1) An introduction to the Project and its aims; (2) Requirements and supporting information for creating a Carbon Literacy training initiative; (3) Details regarding the evidence required for the certification of your learners; (4) FAQs; a glossary and sources of further information for users.

The CL Standard is designed to enable an individual to deliver Carbon Literacy with little or no other support. To complement the CL Standard there is also a Criteria Checker, which allows a trainer to easily match their piece of training against the CL Standard, which will then be checked by The Carbon Literacy Project and must be formally ‘approved’ by the Project before being rolled out.
The CL Standard blends “core” content and approaches (enabling consistent values and quality across all training) with “customised” content and approaches (maximising local and specific relevance to learners).  

Knowledge and understanding of both “core” and “customised” content will be demonstrated in the Action’ section of the CL Standard, whereby all CL learners create their own ‘individual’ and ‘group’ actions to reduce carbon emissions (required to attain a CL Certificate).
In addition to individual certification of Carbon Literate citizens, The Carbon Literacy Project has created enhanced certification processes for Carbon Literacy Trainers (CLT), and Carbon Literate Organisations (CLO). Information on these can be found in the relevant packs (downloadable from www.carbonliteracy.com).
Certification for Carbon Literacy Training Organisations (CLTO) is currently under development.
All online resources can be found at www.carbonliteracy.com 

An Executive Summary of the Full Carbon Literacy Standard
In order for training initiatives to deliver Carbon Literacy, as defined by the Carbon Literacy Standard, training must include all of the elements listed below.

Core Element 1: Learning Method
· One ‘Day’s Worth of Learning’: All individuals that have been certified as Carbon Literate have, as a minimum, undertaken one day’s worth of relevant climate change learning. Learning may be delivered in many forms (face-to-face, self-directed etc.). It does not need to be delivered in a single unit or in isolation from other learning or activity. In fact the opposite is positively advantageous.

· “Local” or Social Learning: The relevance of what is learned to the learner’s own environment is maximised at all times.

· Delivery by Peers: Training is most trusted when delivered by someone who is similar to the learner, who “feels like themselves”. 

· Group Enquiry: Carbon Literacy learning takes place in an environment where, with the input of expert knowledge and peer support, learners jointly find their own answers and devise their own solutions.

· Positivity: CL learning emphasises the things that can be done as opposed to the things that cannot.
Core Element 2: Knowledge
· Greenhouse Gases: what they are, and their relationship to weather and climate;

· How climate here and elsewhere is likely to change, and how we know this;

· How changes in the climate are likely to affect us (in own country), and in other parts of the world;

· How our actions impact on the amount of greenhouse gases produced, and the impact they have;

· What we can do to reduce our impact, and the benefits and disadvantages of taking action;

· What we are already doing locally and nationally;

· Where we can go to get help. What help is available to us;

· How we can motivate others to take action, including gaining the confidence 
to communicate our carbon literacy to others.

The ‘Carbon Literacy: Knowledge’ e-learning package covers the majority of the Knowledge section of the Carbon Literacy Standard. Any trainer can take advantage of the e-learning course to help deliver this section of the Standard. For more information click here.
Core Element 3: Values
· The action of individuals can and does make a difference;

· We need to work with others to create change;

· Overall, the outcome of the changes we need to see can lead to a better     world, and a better way of life;

· Equity and fairness, now and in the future, underlies the changes that we want to see in the UK and globally. 

Core Element 4: Action
The focus of Carbon Literacy is about empowering people to take action. By the end of their learning Carbon Literacy learners will:
1. Create at least one significant action to reduce their personal carbon footprint.

2. Create at least one significant action involving other people to reduce the collective footprint of their workplace, community or place of education.
The CL Standard requires the “creation” of an action rather than its completion. This is in recognition of what can be realistically achieved with a “days’ worth of learning”. 
In judging significance for certification purposes, the Project looks for material action, as judged against the scope for action that each individual possesses within their individual circumstances. A qualifying action must be “meaningful”. It cannot be “token.”

Core Element 5: Process
In order to efficiently administer Carbon Literacy, The Project operates some basic principles:

1. For training to be classed as Carbon Literacy, unless it involves some aspect of prior accredited learning, the training intervention needs to be Criteria Checked before delivery.

2. In submitting evidence and feedback, it must be made clear to each learner that the quality of the submitted evidence must match the ability of the learner in question, and is the primary evidence used to judge whether or not they are Carbon Literate.

3. Evidence from or for participants should be submitted to The Project within 14 days of the completion of training, by either the participant or the relevant trainer/facilitator.

4. Where the evidence submitted is judged insufficient to certify a participant, The Project will in most cases offer the participant, via the submitting trainer, the option of the submission of a follow-up “structured answer paper” to act as additional evidence.

5. Where evidence is submitted more than 2 months after completion of training, The Project will require supplementary written evidence for each participant, which must be completed by them to demonstrate their Carbon Literacy.

6. The decision to accredit any individual, or to issue or withhold any certificate is completely at the discretion of The Carbon Literacy Trust.
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